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commend to lus colleagues its application to Ireland ? The happen-
ings of 1885, Chough in the highest degree momentous, are still
wrapped m some obscurity. But tlus much is certain. Withm a
few weeks of taking office Lord Carnarvon met Parnell and h^ ' 1
sympathetically to the statement of his vievts. The fact of tutoe
meetings was communicated to the Prime Minister, but not to the
Cabinet.1 In November the Irish vote in English constituencies
was giveii, under orders from Parnell, to the Tory candicates. The
result precisely fulfilled the astute anticipation of the Irish leader
In the new Parliament he held the balance between parties,2 Had
the Tories won a dozen more seats he could have kept them in power ;
as it was he could reduce the Liberals to impotence.

No sooner was the verdict of the electorate given than Mr. Gladstone
Gladstone sent up his famous " Kite "* It is now clear 3 that during j
the autumn of 1885, if not before, his own mind had been tending
the direction of Home Rule ; but until the elections were over he
gave no clear sign. To him Parnell' s victory m Ireland appeared
decisive ; enfranchised Ireland had now spoken. But he would
gladly have seen the question settled by the Conservatives, and he
actually opened the matter to the Premier's nephew, Mr. Balfour.
Lord Salisbury, however, was not prepared for the plunge. As soon
as he was assured of this Mr. Gladstone turned him out. The new
Parliament met on January 12th, 1886. Before it was many days
old the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland and his Chief Secretary, Sir W.
Hart Dyke, resigned, and Mr. W. H. Smith succeeded the latter,
with a seat in the Cabinet. On January 26th notice was given that
the new Chief Secretary would promptly introduce a fresh Coercion
Bill for Ireland, and on the same night the Salisbury Government
found itself in a minority of seventy -nine. The immediate occasion
was an amendment to the Address regretting that no announcement
had been made as to the provision of allotments and small holdings ; 4
but though the talk was of English labourers, the mmd of the House
was intent upon Ireland,

Loid Salisbury treated the vote as decisive, and Mr. Gladstone, Mr, Glad-
for the third time, became Prime Minister. But he was no longer
the leader cf a united Liberal Party. Lord Hartmgton, Lord
Selborne, Lord Northbrook> Mr. Goschen, and Mr. Bright were
notable absentees from the new Cabinet ; Sir Henry James refused
the Woolsack, and Mr, Chamberlain and Sir George Trevelyan
accepted office under protest and resigned 5 before the Home Rule
Bill was introduced. In the task to which he now devoted himself

1 Cf Disclaimer of Sir M. H. BnK-Jun House of Commons , O'Brien's Parnell,
859

'* Libcials 335 ,  Conservatn es 249 ,  ParnelJites 86.

a Cy Moilev, w 23* seq., and Holland, Devam7iK&, h. 88 seq

* This was Mt. Jesati Colbngs's famous ** Three Acres fed ft Cow ** ann-inim ^u*~

ngs's
March